As such, this Atlas is a fine companion to textbooks on echocardiography, with excellent colour photography, diagrams, radiology and echocardiography loops. It is highly recommended for cardiac anaesthetists and anaesthetists with an interest in cardiac disease. It is not a comprehensive diagnostic ultrasound guide. Instead, it focuses on specific diagnostic questions and then teaches the skills required to acquire the relevant ultrasound images. The book includes images of both positive and negative studies. As well as looking at a wide range of conditions, the book also has a section on using ultrasound to guide basic procedures. This book's major strength is that it is practical and concise and has superb illustrations. The book is most relevant to emergency physicians; however, the ability to perform a FAST scan, perform limited echocardiography, identify abdominal aortic aneurysms, determine bladder volume and seek hydronephrosis is important to intensivists. In addition the section on procedural skills, particularly vascular access, and pleural and peritoneal drainage is highly relevant to intensivists and the section on vascular access would clearly be of interest to anaesthetists who do not already use ultrasound.
Nevertheless, this book is written by emergency physicians and some sections are more of interest to this specialty, namely the section on first trimester ultrasound, gallbladder ultrasound, ocular ultrasound and fractures. Note in the procedural section there is no mention of using ultrasound for regional anaesthesia although using ultrasound to guide a lumbar puncture is described.
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